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INTRODUCTION.

Among the S'rauta works of the Yajurveda, the Virdha
S'rauta, too'ethel with its G‘ruhya-Sutla seems to be the latest. In
contrasting the Yajus with what is termed Mantras and Kalpas, it
cites the a.utholity of Patanjali and Bidariyana. Unlike the
other S'rauta-writers, the author of the Virdha S'rauta divides the
Sruti into two portions, the Injunction (Vidhi) and Flattery
(Arthavdda) and shows his thorough acquaintance with the
technicalities of the Miminsj of J aimini. In the Parisishta of
his S'rauta Shtra, the contents of which are brietly enumerated in
the Parisishta of the Grihya Sttra, the author devotes as many
as eighteen Khandas or chapters to the description of what in the
Mlmé,nsﬁ, are termed as Gunavidhi, Chodanavidhi, Prayojanavidhi,
Ades'a-Vidhi and other distinguishing features of the Vedic texts.
It follows therefore that the author of the Viriha S'rauta and
Grihya Sttras, whatever might be his name, was later than
Patanjali, Jaimini, and Bidarfyana. It is not very difficult to
determine the later limit of his times. In the fifteen chapters of
what is called Grihyapurusha, which forms part of the Paridishta
of the Vérihasrauta, the author treats of some other domestic
rites not noticed in this and other Grihyasitras proper. Among
other ritestreated of here, the offering of Akshata saktu or coloured
rice and flour to the snakes in the month of S'rivana, the offering
of rice cooked with sesamum powder to Indra and Indrini in the
tull moon of the month of Phé,louna, the riding on horses on the
full moon of Asvayuja the rite of Awrah&yam the S'riddha to
the ancestors in the Aparapaksha and a horse-sacrifice to Yama,
Varupa, Kubera, and Asvins in the month of Aévayuja, are
described in detail. Later in the same Parisishta expiatory
rites to avert calamities due to the birth of a son in the stars, Mul4
and Aslesha, are also laid down. Innone of these portions, the
author refers to S'iva, Vishnu, Ganesa and other later gods, nor
to the zodiacal divisions of Mesha, Vrishabha and others, as is done
by Yéjnavalkya and other Smriti-writers of the third or fourth
centuries A. D. From this it follows that the details of astrology
as described in the Brihajjataka of Varihamihira, and the zodiacal
divisions mentioned in the Aryabhatiya at the close of the fifth
century A. D., were unknown to the author of the Varaha Gribya.
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Moreover the slaughter of a cow or bullin the Madhuparka
treat given to the learned guests and the bridegroom on the day
of marriage, is made optional in this Grihya. But in the
Yéjnavalkya, Yama, and other Smritis, which date from the 3rd
century of the Christian era, it is stated that a cow or bullis to
be gifted rather than slaughtered. Hence it follows that the
author of the Grihya flourished in the transition period of the
first and second centuries A. D., when, under the influence of
Buddhism, cow-killing for flesh—eating was about to disappear.
Hence the Vardha S'rauta and Grihya sitras may be regarded
as a work or rather compilation made in the first or second century
A.D. Since both the S'rauta and the Grihya rites treated of in
these works are almost similar to those of Apastamba, Baudhiyana,
Hiranyakesi and others of the Y4jusha schools, this Maitriyaniya
S'rauta must necessarily have been in observance long before
the compilation of the work. Hence it is not at all an original
work written for the first time in the first few centuries of the
Christian era; but rather it was reduced to writing or systemati-
cally arranged for oral teaching at that time.

What is particularly interesting in the S'rauta is the Parisishta
portion referred to in the Grihya. This occupies as much as the
S'rauta proper, ending with the Horse-sacrifice and Sattras as in
other S'rauta works. Itisin this portion of the work that the
S'ulba, dealing with the construction of altars, the Pras'na treat-
ing of the methods of interpreting the Vedas, the Dravina, describ-
ing the sacrificial instruments and vessels, the Gonimika dealing
with the rites performed for the prosperity of cows, and the
C'handonukramani, distinguishing the Mantra, Braihmana, Yajus,
Kalpa, Metres and other matter, appear together with other
most interesting customs and rites unnoticed in any other S'rauta
works. Unfortunately, both of the two copies of the manuscript,
which Mr. R. Ananta Krishna Sastry, the most energetic Pandit
of the Gaekwad Central Library at Baroda, has secured for that
Library and handed over to me to edit for the Gaekwad Oriental
Series are not merely corrupt, but are also incomplete on account of
omission of a chapter or two here and there. It is beyond
cmendation, as no other work is found to deal with similar matter.
Still I have done my best to vestore the reading and to make
it intelligible as far as possible.
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Coming to Grihya portion under consideration, I had three
manuscripts of the Text named A. B. and D. and a Paddhati
named C. for the edition of the work. Of these, A. is complete
and fair, but not free from clerical errors. The other two are
incomplete and differ from A. in arrangement. B. contains only 16
khandas dealing with from Jitakarma to Garbhidhina and omits
Pumsavana, Simantonnayana at the end, and Rathéroha and
Grihapraves’a in the middle. Nor are the Vais'vadevakhanda and
Pikayajnakhanda contained in it. D. contains only a very few
khandas such as S'ravana-karma, Chiddkarma, and Vratas. C.
however is complete, bub begins with Garbhidhina and ends with
Grihapraves'a. It is neither a commentary nor merely a text of
the Grihya. Besides quoting smritis here and there on the
procedure of the details, it supplies an introduction to each Mantra
naming the Rishi, C’handas, and Devatis. It is, however, more
corrupt than A, )

The order of the rites both in A. & B is as follows s

( 1) Rite to be performed at the conception of a child
( 2) Rite to secure the birth of a male child
( 8 ) Parting of the pregnant wife’s hair
( 4 ) Ceremony for the new-born child
( 5 ) Greeting the children after returning from journey
( 6 ) The feeding of the child
( 7 ) The tonsure of the child’s head and shaving
( 8 ) The Initiation of the student
( 9 ) The four vratas or duties of the student
(10 ) The Upikarma and Utsarga
(11) Godana
(12 ) Mekhalonmeka
( 18 ) Marriage
( 14 ) Election of a bride
( 15 ) Seizing of the bride’s hand
(16 ) The treading of the stone
(17 ) Sacrifice of the fried grain
( 18 ) The seven steps
( 19 ) The bride’s journey to the new home
( 20 ) Garbhidhéna
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The paddhati, however, follows other Grihyasutras in begin-
ning the Orihya rite with GarbhAdhina and ending with
Grihapravesa, In the Grihya texts, it is, however, clear that the
couple after Grihapravesa had to spend one year or twelve days in
observing Brahmacharya before performing the rite of Cohabita-
tion. This implies that marriage of a grown up woman Wwas &
common . custom in the days of the writers of the GrihyasQtras.
‘When this custom disappeared, giving place to the new custom of
marriage of Kanyds or young girls in the first few centuries of the
Christian era, the order of the Grihya rites seems to have been
recast by the later Smriti-writers, making Garbhidhina the first
rite and Grihapravesa the last among the rites concerning man and
woman. Evidently the implication is that there is a wide interval
between the rites of Grihapravesa and Garbhidhéna, This seems
to be the chief cause of the variation in the order of the Grihya
rites enumerated in the Grihya siiras. 4

The Véardha Grihya differs from other Grihyas in that it
contains a number of old Géithés not found elsewhere. A few old
customs not found in other Grihyasitras are also described here.
The ascertainment of the suitability of a bride by observing what
particular mud-piece she selects out of a number of pieces collected
from various places, and the making of marriage agreement by both
the parties with cow-dung in their hands, are two interesting
customs peculiar to the Variha form of marriage. The eight or
six varieties of marriage are not noticed here.

So far no Dharmasitra of the VArdha branch has as yet been
discovered. With the laudable encouragement which His Highness

1 o o 4+ anli - Tahard .
the Gaekwad, the most enlightened Mahirdja of Baroda, has been
giving to the seurch, preservation and publication of ancient
Sanskrit manuscripts in view of collecting materials for the for-
mation of a Social, Political, and Literary History of India, the
original home of learning, there is every likelihood of such valuable
manuscripts being discovered in time to come.

The discovery of the Viriha S'rauta and Grihya manuscripts
was not an accident. Mr. R. A. Sastry of the Baroda Library
is thoroughly familiar with the Charanavytha Ganapitha, and
argues that given certain manuscripts in the possession of some -
persons in a given locality, other manuscripts having indispensablé‘
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connection with the given manuseripts, must also be found in
the same locality. Thus, expecting to find the Viriha S'rauta and
Grihya manuscripts in the possession of the Maitriyaniya
people in Nasik and Khindesh, he succeeded in finding the S'rauta
and Grihya manuscript (A) in the possession of one Yajnesvra
Lakshman Paurinik of Nisik (B) with S'ankar Balvanta Joshi
and (D) with Tryambak Ramchandra Joshi, both of Nandurbér.
As Indian Pandits are generally reluctant to part with their
manuscripts, Mr. Sastry, too, met at first with some difficulties in
obtaining these manuscripts, but with his usual tact in such
circumstances he succeeded. Indian Pandits have yet to learn that
the only monument of India’s ancient civilization is her ancient
manuscripts; and that the only means of preserving that monument
is the publication of those manuscripts before they fall a prey to
white ants and worms,

R. SAMA SASTRY.

Mysore,
20th March, 1 991.}
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